
òThe Many Presences of Christó 
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THE PURPOSE OF WORKS OF ART IN  A SACRED SPACE IS TO LIFT 

OUR MINDS AND HEARTS TO GOD. ICONOGRAPHY HELPS US TO 

REFLECT UPON WHAT IS BEING COMMUNICATED IN  A PAINTING , 

OR TO SEE OURSELVES REFLECTED IN  THE SAINT THAT THE  

STATUE REPRESENTS. JESUSõ PASSION AND  DEATH ENCIRCLE THE 

CHURCH IN  THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS. THE LARGE STAINED 

GLASS WINDOWS SHOW THE DIFFERENT TIMES IN  JESUSõ LIFE WITH 

AN EARTHLY FAMILY. THE SMALLER CLERESTORY WINDOWS  

DEPICT BOTH THE CLOUD OF WITNESSES OF OUR CATHOLIC FAITH 

AND  CONNECT US TO OUR JEWISH ANCESTORS. WE HAVE  

COMBINED OLD AND  NEW WINDOWS AND STATUES TO CREATE A 

WORSHIP SPACE THAT IS JUST A GLIMPSE OF THE BEAUTY THAT 

AWAITS US IN  HEAVEN. 

INSIDE CHURCH FLOOR PLAN 

Disputation Mural:  The original mural painted by Raphael hangs in the Vatican 

and was painted in the 1700s. This mural was chosen because it shows the link be-

tween us on earth and those in heaven. All the people in the lower section represent the 

Church Militant (on earth) and those above represent the Church Triumphant (in heav-

en). The link between us is the Blessed Sacrament in the Monstrance on the Altar. It 

symbolizes that Mass is continually celebrated every hour of everyday somewhere in the 

world linking heaven and earth together in the Eucharist. The most frequently asked 

question is, ñWho are the people sitting on either side of Jesus?ò From left to right they 

are St. Peter, Adam, St. John the Evangelist, David, St. Stephen, and Jeremiah the 

Prophet, Our Blessed Mother Mary, Jesus, St. John the Baptist, Judas Maccabees, St. 

Lawrence, Moses, James the Greater, Abraham and St. Paul. (Pictured Above) 

Clerestory Windows: There are 32 clerestory windows that wrap around the 

church just below the ceiling. They consist of three symbolic windows and 29 windows 

with images of both Old and New Testament saints, as well as saints from the modern 

era with two who are yet to be canonized. They are being designed and made by Mayer 

Studio, the same company that made the large stained glass windows.  

Stations of the Cross: The Stations were acquired from a source in Minnesota 

and are believed to be about 100 years old. They were originally in a church in the 

Chicago area. They are made of plaster and had sustained some damage since they 

were created. They were restored by the same artist that painted the mural behind the 

Altar and the mural in the Narthex.  
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ST. WILLIAM OF VERCELLI  
 
When he was 15 years old, this orphaned son of Italian nobility decided 

what he wanted wasnõt to be found in this world.  He set aside plans when 

it was revealed to him how he could best serve God.  Though he sought 

solitude to pray and search for God, people would seek him out for his 

advice and wisdom.  Kings and peasants confided in him and he was a gen-

erous friend to the poor.  He attracted others who wanted to learn from 

him.  From these 

followers he estab-

lished several monas-

teries, now part of 

the Benedict ine 

Family. 

(born 1085ñborn 
into heaven 1142) 



The Crucifix: The Crucifix is at the center of the Reredo and is the Crucifix that was originally in our second church which was dedicated in 1975. The Crucifix was a 

gift from the people who participated in Cursillo retreats held at St. William during a 20 year period. More than 8,000 people attended the Cursillo retreats. In appreciation 

for our hospitality the attendees donated the Crucifix. 

Large Stained Glass Windows: The windows were made in Germany by the 

Mayer Studio and originally installed in a orphanage in Philadelphia. Because the windows 

were originally going into an orphanage, they depicted sense of family life that these children 

did not have. When the orphanage became a vocational high school, the windows were no 

longer needed.  Fortunately, no church or other religious entity in the Diocese of Philadelphia 

was in a position to use them so we had the opportunity to give them a new life in Texas. 

The windows were made in 1905, which make them the oldest pieces of art work in the 

church. Statues in the new section: There are a total of 11 statues located throughout the 

church. All of the statues have been designed and hand-carved in Italy by a company that 

has been in business since the late 1800s. Beginning in the transept to the right of the Altar, 

just behind the choir area and continuing around the church they are: 

The statue of the Four Asian Martyrs. They represent all those who gave their 

lives for their faith in China, Japan, Korea and Vietnam.  

Across from them is the statue of St. Jude Thaddeus one of the original twelve 

apostles. He is the patron saint of desperate situations and hopeless cases. A novena to St. 

Jude is held in October in conjunction with his feast day. Everyone is welcome to join us. 

St. Michael the Archangel is shown defeating the devil after their battle in heaven. 

The name Michael signifies "Who is like to God?" and was the war cry of the good angels in the battle fought in 

heaven against Satan and his followers. Holy Scripture describes St. Michael as "one of the chief princes," and 

leader of the forces of heaven in their triumph over the powers of hell. He has been especially honored and 

invoked as patron and protector by the Church from the time of the Apostles.  

St. Faustina and the Divine Mercy Icon: St. Faustina was a Polish nun who died in 1938. In  

1931, Sister Faustina received a message of mercy from the Lord. She was asked to become the apostle and 

secretary of God's mercy, a model of how to be merciful to others, and an instrument for reemphasizing God's 

plan of mercy for the world.   

Infant Jesus of Prague: People come here to pray for help, healing, or peace; some come in trust expecting the 

birth of a child; and many return to give thanks. The right hand of the Infant Jesus is raised in blessing, while his left hand 

holds a sphere surmounted by a cross ï the whole of our universe rests in his hands. His royal insignia express the faith 

that all Christians have in common ï the faith in the divinity of Jesus. In Him, almighty God himself, ruler over all things, 

became a human being.   

St. Martin de Porres was born in Lima, Peru, in 1579. His father was a Spanish gentleman and his mother a black 

freed-woman from Panama. At fifteen, he became a lay brother of the Dominican Friary in Lima and spent his whole life 

there working as a barber, farm laborer and infirmarian among other things. St. Martin's love was all-embracing, shown 

equally to humans and to animals.  Where do you see yourself reflected in the sacred art of St. William? 

The Four Evangelists: Seated in the Reredo are Sts. Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, the four Gospel writers. They are depicted seated as if writing their  

Gospels. Each Evangelist has his own symbol: Matthewôs is a small child symbolizing Jesusô humanity; Markôs is a winged lion symbolizing royalty, courage and  

resurrection; Lukeôs is a winged ox symbolizing sacrifice and strength; and Johnôs is an eagle symbolizing sky, heavens and spirit.  

The Holy Family Statue to the right of the Altar shows Jesus as a young boy paying attention to Mary as she teaches him scripture while Joseph looks on. 

This scene shows the importance of the roles parents play in the education of their children in the Faith.  

Altar and Ambo:  The Altar is the ñTable of the Eucharistò and the Ambo is the ñTable of the Word.ò 

The Altar and Ambo were designed and built for our church by Texas Carved Stone in Florence, Texas. 

They are made of limestone, which is native to Texas. When we did the initial design of the church, our 

parishioners asked us to include as much native material as we could. The Altar also contains a relic of  

St. John Neumann.  

Archangel Paintings: Just above the Tabernacle is a painting of St. Raphael the 

Archangel. St. Raphael is one of the seven Archangels who stand before the throne of the 

Lord. He was sent by God to help Tobit, Tobiah and Sarah.  Raphael's name means "God 

heals." He is the patron of the blind, nurses, physicians and travelers.  

Just above the statue of the Holy Family is a painting of St. Gabriel the Archangel. 

The name Gabriel means "man of God," or "God has shown himself mighty." He was the 

angel who appeared to Zachariah to announce the birth of St. John the Baptist and he 

announced to Mary that she would bear a Son named Jesus. He is the patron of  

communications workers. 

Barrel Vaults: The barrel vaults were painted and stenciled with stars by the same 

artist that did the other paintings and restored the stations of the Cross. The vault  

symbolizes heaven and that our worship of God should bring our minds and hearts closer to 

him through our attendance at Mass and our reception of the Sacraments. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Grotto: The painting of Our Lady of Guadalupe came from Reynosa, 

Mexico. When Fr. Fred Schmidt was the pastor in the 1960s, he wanted a painting of Our Lady for the 

church. He received a quote from the studio for $150, which he thought was a much less ornate painting. 

Needless to say he was pleasantly surprised when this painting arrived and it was so bigger and more 

beautiful than he thought it was going to be. The company did not charge for the difference in price. 

Peter Receiving the Keys to the Kingdom: The painting above the doors between the 

Narthex and the Nave is a copy of the original fresco by Pietro Perugino that is in the Sistine Chapel and 

is considered to be his greatest work. It shows Peter on his knees before Christ as he receives the ñKeys to the  

Kingdom of Heaven,ò which is a symbol of sovereignty and confers the power of the first vicar of Christ on earth. It 

tells us that no matter what happens in our world, evil will never triumph. 

Statue of the Risen Christ: Above the main entrance doors, there is a statue of the risen Jesus which  

reminds us of the final words of the MassðòGo in Peace; Love and Serve the Lord.ò This statue was originally in the 

1982 church and was a gift from a generous parishioner. 

 

TOUR THE  SACRED ARTWORK THAT  DISPLAYS  
THE  MANY  PRESENCES OF CHRIST  IN  H IS CHURCH .   


